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utmost industry, to the extension of their trade, which we
were so far from hindering1, that, for many years, our mi-
nistry thought their friendship of such value, as to be
cheaply purchased by whatever concession.

Instead, therefore, of opposing, as we had hitherto pro-
fessed to do, the boundless ambition of the house of Bour-
bon, we became, on a sudden, solicitous for its exaltation,
and studious of its interest. We assisted the schemes of
France and Spain with our fleets, and endeavoured to
make these our friends by servility, whom nothing but
power will keep quiet, and who must always be our ene-
mies, while they are endeavouring to grow greater, and
we determine to remain free.

That nothing might be omitted, which could testify our
willingness to continue, on any terms, the good friends of
France, we were content to assist, not only their con-
quests, but their traffick; and, though we did not openly
repeal the prohibitory laws, we yet tamely suffered com-
merce to be carried on between the two nations, and wool
was daily imported, to enable them to make cloth, which
they carried to our markets, and sold cheaper than we.

Daring all this time they were extending and strength-
ening their settlements in America, contriving new modes
of traffick, and framing new alliances with the Indian na-
tions. They began now to find these northern regions,
barren and desolate as they are, sufficiently valuable to
desire, at least, a nominal possession, that might furnish a
pretence for the exclusion of others; they, therefore, ex-
tended their claim to tracts of land, which they could
never hope to occupy, took care to give their dominions
an unlimited magnitude, have given, in their maps, the
name of Louisiana to a country, of which part is claimed
by the Spaniards, and part by the English, without any
regard to ancient boundaries, or prior discovery.

When the return of Columbus from his great voyage
had filled all Europe with wonder and curiosity, Henry
the seventh sent Sebastian Cabot to try what could be
found for the benefit of England: he declined the track of